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Ph.D. Ethics Clearance Form


	1. Name 
	

	2. Registration Number
	

	3. Date of Registration
	

	4. Department of
	

	5. Faculty of
	



	6. Name of Supervisor 1
	

	Address for Communication
	

	E-mail ID
	

	Phone Numbers(s)
	

	7. Name of Supervisor 2
	

	Address for Communication
	

	E-mail ID
	

	Phone Number(s)
	

	8. Name of Supervisor 3
	

	Address for Communication
	

	E-mail ID
	

	Phone Number(s)
	

	9. Name of Advisor
	

	Address for Communication
	

	E-mail ID
	

	Phone Numbers(s)
	





	10. Thesis title
	

	11. Aim and objectives of the research 
	

	12. Research design (example experimental, desk-based, theoretical, etc.) 
	

	13. Methods of data collection
	



	A. Low Risk Research



	14. Participants in the research
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will the project involve human participants? 
	

	b. Will the project involve human patients/clients, health professionals, and/or patient (client) data and/or health professional data?
	

	c. Will any invasive physical procedure, including collecting tissue or other samples, be used in the research?
	

	d. Is there a risk of physical discomfort to those taking part?
	

	e. Is there a risk of psychological or emotional distress to those taking part?
	

	f. Is there a risk of challenging the deeply held beliefs of those taking part?
	

	g. Is there a risk that previous, current or proposed criminal or illegal acts will be revealed by those taking part?
	

	h. Will the project involve giving any form of professional, medical or legal advice, either directly or indirectly to those taking part?
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15. Risk to researcher

	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will this project put the researcher or others at risk of physical harm, injury or death?
	

	b. Will project put the researcher or others at risk of abduction, physical, mental or sexual abuse?
	

	c. Will this project involve participating in acts that may cause psychological or emotional distress to the researcher or to others?
	

	d. Will this project involve observing acts which may cause psychological or emotional distress to the researcher or to others?
	

	e. Will this project involve reading about, listening to or viewing materials that may cause psychological or emotional distress to the researcher or to others?
	

	f. Will this project involve the researcher disclosing personal data to the participants other than the researcher’s name and the University as contact and e-mail address?
	

	g. Will this project involve the researcher in unsupervised private discussion with people who are not already known to the researcher?
	

	h. Will this project potentially place the researcher in the situation where the researcher may receive unwelcome media attention?
	

	i. Could the topic or results of this project be seen as illegal or attract the attention of the security services or other agencies?
	

	j. Could the topic or results of this project be viewed as controversial by anyone?
	

	16. Informed Consent of the Participant

	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Are any of the participants under the age of 18?
	

	b. Are any of the participants unable mentally or physically to give consent?  
	

	c. Does the researcher intend to observe the activities of individuals or groups without their knowledge and/or informed consent from each participant (or from his or her parent or guardian)?
	



	17. Participant Confidentiality and Data Protection

	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will the project involve collecting data and information from human participants who will be identifiable in the final report?
	

	b. Will information not already in the public domain about specific individuals or institutions be identifiable through data published or otherwise made available?
	

	c. Does the researcher intend to record, photograph or film individuals or groups without their knowledge or informed consent?
	

	d. Does the researcher intend to use the confidential information, knowledge or trade secrets gathered for any purpose other than this research project?
	



	18. Gatekeeper Risk

	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will this project involve collecting data outside University buildings?
	

	b. Do you intend to collect data in shopping centres or other public places?
	

	c. Do you intend to gather data within nurseries, schools or colleges?  
	



	19. Other Ethical Issues

	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Is there any other risk or issue not covered above that may pose a risk to the researcher or any of the participants?
	

	b. Will any activity associated with this project put the researcher or the participants at an ethical, moral or legal risk?
	



	B. Medium / High Risk Research



	20. Confidentiality, security and retention of research data 
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Are there any reasons why the researcher cannot guarantee the full security and confidentiality of any personal or confidential data collected for the project?
	

	b. Is there a significant possibility that any of the participants, or people associated with them, could be directly or indirectly identified in the outputs from this project?
	

	c. Is there a significant possibility that confidential information could be traced back to a specific organisation or agency as a result of the way the researcher write up the results of the project?
	

	d. Will any members of the research team retain any personal or confidential data at the end of the project, other than in fully anonymised form?
	

	e. Will the researcher or any member of the team intend to make use of any confidential information, knowledge, trade secrets obtained for any other purpose than this research project?
	



	Explain how the researcher will ensure the confidentiality and security of your research data, both during and after the project. (If ‘NO’ to all of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the reasons why it is essential to breach normal research protocol regarding confidentiality, security and retention of research data. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	



	21. Informed consent
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will all participants be fully informed why the project is being conducted and what their participation will involve and will this information be given before the project begins?
	

	b. Will every participant be asked to give written consent to participating in the project before it begins?
	

	c. Will all participants be fully informed about what data will be collected and what will be done with these data during and after the project?
	

	d. Will explicit consent be sought for audio, video or photographic recording of participants?
	

	e. Will every participant understand what rights they have not to take part, and/or to withdraw themselves and their data from the project if they do take part?
	

	f. Will every participant understand that they do not need to give you reasons for deciding not to take part or to withdraw themselves and their data from the project and that there will be no repercussions as a result?
	

	g. If the project involves deceiving or covert observation of participants, will the researcher debrief them at the earliest possible opportunity?
	

	Explain briefly how the researcher will implement the informed consent scheme described in the researcher’s answers. (If ‘YES’ to all of the above questions.)
	

	Attach copies of the researcher’s participant information leaflet, informed consent form and participant debriefing leaflet (if required) as evidence of the researcher’s plans. (If ‘YES’ to all of the above questions.)
	

	Explain why it is essential for the project to be conducted in a way that will not allow all participants the opportunity to exercise fully-informed consent. (If ‘NO’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain how the researcher proposes to address the ethical issues arising from the absence of transparency. (If ‘NO’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Attach copies of the researcher’s participant information sheet and consent form as evidence of the researcher’s plans. (If ‘NO’ to any of the above questions.)
	




	22. Risk of harm
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Is there any significant risk that the research may lead to physical harm to participants or researchers?
	

	b. Is there any significant risk that the research may lead to psychological or emotional distress to participants or researchers?
	

	c. Is there any significant risk that the research may place the participants or the researchers in potentially dangerous situations or environments?
	

	d. Is there any significant risk that the research may result in harm to the reputation of participants, researchers, their employers, or other persons or organisations?
	

	Explain the nature of the risks involved and why it is necessary for the participants or researchers to be exposed to such risks. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain how the researcher propose to assess, manage and mitigate any risks to participants or researchers. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the arrangements by which the researcher will ensure that participants understand and consent to these risks. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the arrangements the researcher will make to refer participants or researchers to sources of help if they are seriously distressed or harmed as a result of taking part in the research. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the arrangements for recording and reporting any adverse consequences of the research. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	



	23. Risk of disclosure of harm or potential harm
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Is there a significant risk that the research will lead participants to disclose evidence of previous criminal offences or their intention to commit criminal offences?
	

	b. Is there a significant risk that the research will lead participants to disclose evidence that children or vulnerable adults have or are being harmed or are at risk of harm?
	

	c. Is there a significant risk that the research will lead participants to disclose evidence of serious risk of other types of harm?
	

	Explain why it is necessary to take the risks of potential or actual disclosure. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain what actions the researcher would take if such disclosures were to occur. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain what advice the researcher will take and from whom before taking these actions. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain what information the researcher will give participants about the possible consequences of disclosing information about criminal or serious risk of harm. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	



	24. Payment of participants
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Does the researcher intend to offer participants cash payments or any other kind of inducements or compensation for taking part in this research?
	

	b. Is there any significant possibility that such inducements will cause participants to consent to risks that they might not otherwise find acceptable?
	

	c. Is there any significant possibility that the prospect of payment or other rewards will systematically skew the data provided by participants in any way?
	

	d. Will the researcher inform participants that accepting compensation or inducements does not negate their right to withdraw from the project?
	

	Explain the nature of the inducements or the amount of the payments that will be offered. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the reasons why it is necessary to offer payments. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain why the researcher considers it is ethically and methodologically acceptable to offer payments. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	



	25. Capacity to give informed consent
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants who are under 18 years of age?
	

	b. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants who have learning difficulties?
	

	c. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants with communication difficulties including difficulties arising from limited facility with the English language?
	

	d. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants who are very elderly or infirm?
	

	e. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants with mental health problems or other medical problems that may impair their cognitive abilities?
	

	f. Does the researcher propose to recruit any participants who may not be able to understand fully the nature of the research and the implications for them of participating in it?
	

	Explain how the researcher will ensure that the interests and wishes of participants are understood and taken in to account. (If ‘YES’ to any of the first four questions.)
	

	Explain how in the case of children the wishes of their parents or guardians are understood and taken into account. (If ‘YES’ to any of the first four questions.)
	

	26. Genuine voluntary participation
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are employees or students of M. S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences or of organisation(s) that are formal collaborators in the project?
	

	b. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are employees recruited through other business, voluntary or public sector organisations?
	

	c. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are pupils or students recruited through educational institutions?
	

	d. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are clients recruited through voluntary or public services?
	

	e. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are living in residential communities or institutions?
	

	f. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are in-patients in a hospital or other medical establishment?
	

	g. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are recruited by virtue of their employment in the police or armed services?
	

	h. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who are being detained or sanctioned in the criminal justice system?
	

	i. Is the researcher proposing to recruit participants who may not feel empowered to refuse to participate in the research?
	

	Explain how the researcher’s participants will be recruited. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain what steps the researcher will take to ensure that participation in this project is genuinely voluntary. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	



	27. On-line and Internet Research
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will any part of the research involve collecting data by means of electronic media such as the Internet or e-mail?
	

	b. Is there a significant possibility that the research will encourage children under 18 to access inappropriate websites or correspond with people who pose risk of harm?
	

	c. Is there a significant possibility that the research will cause participants to become distressed or harmed in ways that may not be apparent to the researcher?
	

	d. Will the project incur risks of breaching participant confidentiality and anonymity that arise specifically from the use of electronic media?
	

	Explain why the researcher proposes to use electronic media. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain how the researcher proposes to address the risks associated with online/internet research. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	




	28. Other ethical risks
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Are there any other ethical issues or risks of harm raised by this research that have not been covered by previous questions?
	

	Explain the nature of these ethical issues and risks. (If ‘YES’ to the above question.)
	

	Explain why the researcher needs to incur these ethical issues and risks. (If ‘YES’ to the above question.)
	

	Explain how the researcher proposes to deal with these ethical issues and risks. (If ‘YES’ to the above question.)
	




	29. Research with non-human vertebrates
	(Indicate ‘YES’ or ‘NO’)

	a. Will any part of the research involve the study of animals in their natural habitat?
	

	b. Will the research involve the recording of behaviour of animals in a non-natural setting that is outside the control of the researcher?
	

	c. Will the research field work involve any direct intervention other than recording the behaviour of the animals available for observation?
	

	d. Is the species planned to research endangered, locally rare or part of a sensitive ecosystem protected by legislation?
	

	e. Is there any significant possibility that the welfare of the target species or those sharing the local environment/habitat will be detrimentally affected?
	

	f. Is there any significant possibility that the habitat of the animals will be damaged by the research such that their health and survival will be endangered?
	

	g. Will the research involve intervention work in a non-natural setting in relation to invertebrate species other than Octopus vulgaris?
	

	Explain the reasons for conducting the project in the way the researcher proposes and the academic benefits that will flow from it. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain the nature of the risks to the animals and their habitat. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	

	Explain how the researcher proposes to assess, manage and mitigate these risks. (If ‘YES’ to any of the above questions.)
	




	30. Supervisors recommendation 
	




	Signature of the Scholar 
	
	Date
	



	Signature of the Supervisor 1
	
	Date
	

	Signature of the Supervisor 2
	
	Date
	

	Signature of the Supervisor 3
	
	Date
	

	Signature of the Advisor
	
	Date
	





For Office Use

	Approval of ethical clearance  

	
I approve the ethical clearance by the Ethics Committee for the student’s Ph.D. programme 
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	Signature of Coordinator Doctoral Research Programme
	
	Date
	

	Chairman – Doctoral Committee
	
	
	

	Signature of Dean - ORI
	
	Date
	





	Initiated by
	Scholar
	Submitted to
	Dean - ORI

	Routed through
	Supervisor 
	Custodian of the document
	Doctoral Coordinator (Faculty)

	Copies to
	Scholar, Supervisor (s), Advisor (s), Research Coordinator of Faculty

	Enclosures
	As appropriate 

	Check list
	Nil
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