
Programme Specifications

Master of Arts in Public Policy

School of Social Sciences

Batch 2020-2021 Onwards



University’s Vision, Mission and Objectives

The M. S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences (MSRUAS) will focus on student‐centric
professional education and motivates its staff and students to contribute significantly to the
growth of technology, science, economy and society through their imaginative, creative and
innovative pursuits. Hence, the University has articulated the following vision and objectives.

Vision
MSRUAS aspires to be the premier university of choice in Asia for student centric professional
education and services with a strong focus on applied research whilst maintaining the highest
academic and ethical standards in a creative and innovative environment

Mission
Our purpose is the creation and dissemination of knowledge. We are committed to creativity,
innovation and excellence in our teaching and research. We value integrity, quality and
teamwork in all our endeavors. We inspire critical thinking, personal development and a passion
for lifelong learning. We serve the technical, scientific and economic needs of our Society.

Objectives

1. To disseminate knowledge and skills through instructions, teaching, training, seminars,

workshops and symposia in Engineering and Technology, Art and Design, Management and

Commerce, Health and Allied Sciences, Physical and Life Sciences, Arts, Humanities and

Social Sciences to equip students and scholars to meet the needs of industries, business

and society

2. To generate knowledge through research in Engineering and Technology, Art and Design,

Management and Commerce, Health and Allied Sciences, Physical and Life Sciences, Arts,

Humanities and Social Sciences to meet the challenges that arise in industry, business and

society

3. Topromote health, human well‐being and provide holistic healthcare

4. Toprovide technical and scientific solutions to real life problems posed by industry, business

and society in Engineering and Technology, Art and Design, Management and Commerce,

Health and Allied Sciences, Physical and Life Sciences, Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences

5. To instill the spirit of entrepreneurship in our youth to help create more career

opportunities in the society by incubating and nurturing technology product ideas and

supporting technology backed business

6. To identify and nurture leadership skills in students and help in the development of our

future leaders to enrich the society we live in

7. To develop partnership with universities, industries, businesses, research establishments,

NGOs, international organizations, governmental organizations in India and abroad to

enrich the experiences of faculties and students through research and developmental

programmes
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Programme Specifications: MA in Public Policy

1. Title of the Award:Master of Arts in Public Policy

2. Mode of Study: Full‐Time

3. Awarding Institution /Body: M. S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences, Bengaluru

4. Joint Award: Not Applicable

5. Teaching Institution: School of Social Sciences, M. S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences,
Bengaluru

6. Date of Programme Specifications: July 2020

7. Date of Programme Approval by the Academic Council of MSRUAS: 28-July‐2020

8. Next Review Date: May 2022

9. Programme Approving Regulating Body and Date of Approval: Karnataka State Higher Education
Council (KSHEC), Bengaluru, Government of Karnataka, 18‐October‐2019.

10. Programme Accredited Body and Date of Accreditation: Not Applicable

11. Grade Awarded by the Accreditation Body: Not Applicable

12. Programme Accreditation Validity: Not Applicable

13. Programme Benchmark: Not Applicable

14. Rationale for the Programme

Master of Arts in Public Policy (MA in Public Policy) is a field of study that focus on public affairs
with a shared interest in making public institutions work. The programme aims to prepare students
to become critical and analytical thinkers who can develop effective and equitable solutions to
public policy and governance challenges. Further, the programme will help students learn about the
ideas, mechanisms and practices of public policy as well as the nature, quality and legitimacy of the
institutions and practices of governance. Public Policy studies executive decisions and processes
evaluates outcomes that aim to achieve collective purposes and provides solutions to problems.

The emergence of the knowledge economy, there are several problems and challenges faced by
people from all walks of life. There is an increasing demand for Public Policy graduates in the public



sector, research organizations, non‐profit organizations, consulting firms, international
organizations, and the government. Qualified graduates in public policy can work in wide areas of
human activities like industries, schools, colleges, health, and research sectors. M.A. in Public Policy
program has been created to meet the objectives of access and enhance quality in higher
education. The curriculum is outcome based and it imbibes required theoretical concepts and
practical skills in the domain. By undergoing this programme, students develop
application‐oriented learning skills, critical, analytical thinking and problem‐solving abilities for a
smooth transition from academic to real‐life work environment. Students are trained in
communication skills and interdisciplinary topics to enhance their scope.

The above‐mentioned features of the program, advanced teaching and learning resources, and
experience of the faculty/ school members with their strong connections with industry and business
organizations makes this programme unique. The outcome‐based curriculum helps students to
develop critical thinking abilities and imbibe relevant practical skills for a smooth transition from
academics to real‐life work environments. Opportunities are provided for the students to do their
internship in India or abroad depending on their preferences.

The programme provides strong foundation in basic concepts, followed by comprehensive
understanding of public policy, political science, economics, sociology, data sciences, research
methodology and law and legal systems. Emphasis is laid on inter‐disciplinary and applied teaching
and learning. Students are trained to develop life‐long skills to understand, analyse, and develop
solutions for challenging technological problems.

15. Programme Mission

The program's purpose is to create knowledgeable human resources to work in Private and Public
sector organizations. With further progression in education, graduates should be able to undertake
policy engagements and become independent professional practitioners and policy experts.

16. Graduate Attributes (GAs)

GA-1. Knowledge of public policy: Ability to apply the knowledge of public policy and allied
domains to complex societal problems.

GA-2. Problem Analysis: Ability to analyse public policy problems and arrive at meaningful
interpretations.

GA-3. Design and Development of Solutions: Ability to design a public policy system and
processes to meet desired needs considering political, public health and safety, and the
cultural, societal, and environmental considerations.

GA-4. Conduct Investigations of Complex Problems: Ability to understand and solve complex
policy problems by conducting exploratory studies and investigations.

GA-5. Modern Tool Usage: Ability to apply appropriate tools and techniques and understand
utilization of resources appropriately to complex public policy activities/issues.



GA-6. Technology and Society: Ability to understand the effect of technological solutions on
legal, cultural, social, political and public health and safety aspects.

GA-7. Environment and Sustainability: Ability to develop sustainable solutions and
understand their effect on society and environment.

GA-8. Ethics: Ability to apply ethical principles to public policy practices and professional
responsibilities.

GA-9. Individual and Teamwork: Ability to work as a member of a team, to plan and to
integrate knowledge of various policy related disciplines and to lead teams in
multidisciplinary settings.

GA-10. Communication: Ability to make effective oral presentations and communicate
technical ideas to a broad audience using written and oral means

GA-11. Project Management and Finance: Ability to lead and manage multidisciplinary teams
by applying public policy concepts and theories.

GA-12. Life-long learning: Ability to adapt to the changes and advancements in
socio‐technology and engage in independent and life‐long learning.

17. Programme Outcomes (POs)

MA in Public Policy postgraduate will be able to:

PO-1. Apply the knowledge of political science, sociology, economics, psychology, and data
sciences /statistics specialization to the solution of complex societal problems.

PO-2. Identify problems by closely examining the situations around them and think
holistically about the phenomena and generate viable solutions to these problems.
Exhibit the skill of critical thinking and understand scientific texts and place scientific
statements and themes in contexts and evaluate them in terms of generic conventions.

PO-3. Demonstrate ability to accommodate the views of others and present their own
opinions and complex ideas, in written or oral form, in a clear and concise manner in
group settings. Exhibit thoughts and ideas effectively in writing and orally;
communicate with others using appropriate media, build effective interactive and
presenting skills to meet global competencies.

PO-4. Infer scientific literature, build a sense of enquiry and be able to formulate, test,
analyze, interpret, and establish hypothesis and research questions; and to identify and
consult relevant sources to find answers.

PO-5. Create new conceptual, theoretical, methodological innovations that integrate and
transcend beyond discipline‐specific approaches to address a common problem.

PO-6. Perform independently and collaboratively as a part of a team to meet defined
objectives and carry out work across interdisciplinary fields. Execute interpersonal



relationships, self‐motivation and adaptability skills and commit to professional ethics.

PO-7. Demonstrate empathetic social concern and equity centered national development
and act with an informed awareness of moral and ethical issues and commit to
professional ethics and responsibility.

PO-8. Analyze the impact of the scientific solutions in societal and environmental contexts
for sustainable development.

PO-9. Demonstrate attitudes of being a life‐long learner who passionately pursues
self‐determined goals in the broadest context of socio‐technological changes.

18. Programme Goal

The Master of Arts in Public Policy will prepare students to become critical and analytical thinkers
who can develop effective and equitable solutions to public policy and governance challenges. The
programme will help students learn about the ideas, mechanisms and practices of public policy as
well as the nature, quality and legitimacy of the institutions and practices of governance. The
programme goal is to produce postgraduates having critical, analytical and problem‐solving skills,
and ability to think independently, and to pursue a career in Public Policy.

19. Program Educational Objectives (PEOs)

The objectives of the MA in Public Policy Program, the postgraduate will be able to:

PEO-1. Create a community of informed purveyors of knowledge geared towards academic
excellence and increase the knowledge base and skill sets aimed at enhancing their
professional competence.

PEO-2. Promote innovation and research by instilling a sense of independent and critical
thinking with sensitivity to social needs.

PEO-3. Inculcate strong human values and social, interpersonal and leadership skills required
for professional success in evolving global professional environments.

20. Programme Specific Outcomes (PSOs)

At the end of the MA in Public Policy Program, the postgraduate will be able to:

PSO-1.Apply the knowledge of public policy to develop innovative and inclusive
understanding to real-world issues.

PSO-2. Acquire the skills necessary to think critically and communicate effectively about public
policy and allied domains.

PSO-3.Demonstrate the understanding of life-long learning and leadership qualities through
professional development and strive for the betterment of organization, environment,
and society.



Semester 1

Sl.
No.

Code Course Title Theory
(h/W/S)

Tutorials
(h/W/S)

Total
Credits

Max. Marks

1 20MPP101A Political Science: Nature and
Significance

2 1 3 100

2 20MPP102A Law and Legal Systems: Concepts and
approaches

3 1 4 100

3 20MPP103A Introduction to Economics 2 1 3 100

4 20MPP104A
Introduction to Public Policy 2 1 3 100

5 20MPP105A Public Policy Meta‐Analysis 2 1 3 100

Total 11 5 16 500

Total number of contact hours per week 16

Semester 2

Sl.
No.

Code Course Title
Theory
(h/W/S)

Tutorials
(h/W/S)

Total
Credits

Max.
Marks

1
20MPP106A

Public Finance and Public Policy: Key
concepts and theories

2 1 3 100

2 20MPP107A Urban Governance and Policy 2 1 3 100
3 20MPP108A Sociology: Nature and Significance 2 1 3 100

4 20MPP109A Research Methods and Methodology 3 1 4 100

5 20MPP110A Research writing 2 1 3 100
6 20MPP111A Data Analytics for Public Policy(GE 1) * 2 1 3 100

7
20MPP112A

Higher Education: Policies, Organization
and Leadership (GE 2) *

2 1 3 100

8
20MPP113A Space Law and Policy (GE 3)* 2 1 3 100

Total 15 7 22 700

Total number of contact hours per week 22

21. Programme Structure:

* Students to opt for any two of the General Elective Streams from GE1, GE 2 and GE 3
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Semester 3

Sl.
No.

Code Course Title
Theory
(h/W/S

)

Tutorials
(h/W/S)

Total
Credits

Max.
Marks

1 20MPP201A Foreign Policy Analysis:
Concepts, Theories and Models

2 1 3 100

2 20MPP202A Waste Management and Policy
in India

2 1 3 100

3 20MPP203A Writing Policy Brief 2 1 3 100

4 20MPP204A Gender Policies and Inequalities 2 1 3 100

5 20MPP205A Public Health Policies and
Systems

2 1 3 100

6 20MPP206A Science and Technology Policy
(GE 4) **

2 1 3 100

7 20MPP207A Environment and Development
Policy (GE 5) **

2 1 3 100

8 20MPP208A Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Institutions (GE 6)
**

2 1 3 100

Total 14 7 21 700

Total number of contact hours per week 21

Semester 4

Sl.
No.

Code Course Title Theory
(h/W/S)

Tutorials
(h/W/S)

Total
Credits

Max.
Marks

1 20MPP209A Evidence in Public Policy 2 1 3 100

2 20MPP210A Seminar‐II 0 1 1 50

3 20MPP211A Research software tools 2 1 3 100

4 20MPP212A Dissertation*** 6 200

Total 3 3 13 450

Total number of contact hours per week 13

** Students to opt any of the two General Elective streams from GE 4, GE 5 and GE 6
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Theory Course

SC1 SC2 SC3 SC4

22. Open Elective Courses
A number of Open Elective Courses are offered by the University. Students can choose the Open
Electives on their own choice.

23. Course Delivery: As per the Timetable

24. Teaching and Learning Methods

1. Face to Face Lectures using Audio‐Visuals
2. Workshops, Group Discussions, Debates, Presentations
3. Demonstrations
4. Guest Lectures

5. Field work/Workshop

6. Industry Visit
7. Seminars
8. Group Exercises
9. Projects

25. Assessment and Grading
25.1. Components of Grading

There shall be two components of grading in the assessment of each course:

Component 1, Continuous Evaluation (CE): This component involves four
subcomponents (SC1, SC2, etc.) of learning assessment. The assessment of the
subcomponents of CE is conducted during the semester at regular intervals. This
subcomponent represents the formative assessment of students’ learning.

Component 2, Semester-end Examination (SEE): This component represents the
summative assessment carried out in the form an examination conducted at the end of
the semester.

Marks obtained CE and SEE components have equal weightage (CE: 50% and SEE: 50%)
in determining the final marks obtained by a student in a Course.

The complete details of Grading are given in the Academic Regulations.

25.2. Continuous Evaluation Policies

Continuous evaluation depends on the type of the course as discussed below:

25.2.1 Theory Courses

The following TWO options are available for each Faculty to perform the CE exercise.

Theory Course:
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25 Marks 25 Marks 25 Marks 25 Marks

There shall be four subcomponents, each carrying 25 marks. Out of these, there shall
be two assignments and two term‐tests. The assignments can be of any of the
following types:

a) Online Test

b) Quiz

c) Problem Solving

d) Field Assignment

e) Open Book Test

f) Reports

g) Case Study

h) Group Task

i) Any other

After the four subcomponents of CE are evaluated, the CE component Marks are
determined as:
CE Component Marks = (Best of two Assignment Marks) + (Best of two Term‐Test
Marks)

26. Minor Programme
Not Applicable

27. Student Support for Learning
1. Course Notes
2. Reference Books in the Library
3. Magazines and Journals
4. Internet Facility
5. Computing Facility
6. Laboratory Facility
7. Workshop Facility
8. Staff Support
9. Lounges for Discussions
10. Any other support that enhances their learning

28. Quality Control Measures

1. Review of Course Notes
2. Review of Question Papers and Assignment Questions
3. Student Feedback
4. Moderation of Assessed Work
5. Opportunities for students to see their assessed work
6. Review by external examiners and external examiners reports
7. Staff Student Consultative Committee meetings
8. Student exit feedback
9. Subject Assessment Board (SAB)
10. Programme Assessment Board (PAB)
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Sem. Course Title

P
O
-
1

P
O
-
2

P
O
-
3

P
O
-
4

P
O
-
5

P
O
-
6

P
O
-
7

1 Political Science: Key concepts and theories 3 2 1

1 Law and Legal Systems: Concepts and approaches 3 2 1

1 Introduction to Economics 3 2 1

1 Introduction to public policy 3 2

1 Public Policy Meta‐Analysis 2 3

2 Public Finance and Public Policy: Key concepts and theories 2 3

2 Urban Governance and Policy 3 2 1

2 Sociology: Nature and Significance 3 2

2 Research Methods and Methodology 3 2 2

2 Research writing 2 3 3 3

2 Data Analytics for Public Policy (GE 1) 3 2

2 Higher Education: Policies, Organization and Leadership (GE 2) 3 2 1

2 Space Law and Policy (GE 3) 1 2

3 Foreign Policy Analysis: Concepts, Theories and Models 3 2 1

3 WasteManagement and Policy in India 2 3 1

3 Writing Policy Brief 3 2 1

3 Gender Policies and Inequalities 3 2 1

3 Public Health Policies and Systems 3 2 1

3 Science and Technology Policy (GE 4) 2 1

3 Environment and Development Policy (GE 5) 3 2

3 Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Institutions (GE 6) 3 2 1

4 Evidence in Public Policy 3 1 2

4 Seminar‐II 3 1

4 Research software tools 3 2

4 Dissertation 3 3

3: Very Strong, 2: Strong Contribution, 1: Moderate Contribution

29. Programme Map (Course-PO-PSO Map)

30. Co-curricular Activities
Students are encouraged to take part in co‐curricular activities like seminars, conferences,

symposia, paper writing, attending industry exhibitions, project competitions and related

activities for enhancing their knowledge and networking.

31. Cultural and Literary Activities
Annual cultural festivals are held to showcase the creative talents in students. They are involved

in planning and organizing the activities.

32. Sports and Athletics
Students are encouraged to take part in sports and athletic events regularly. Annual sports

meet will be held to demonstrate sportsmanship and competitive spirit.




